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What’s on: 
 
Next Members Meeting:  
Wed 3rd October:@ 7pm. Reef 
Gateway Hotel.  
Cold drinks and tucker 
 
28th Sept: Meat tray raffles. @RGH. 
from 4pm 
 
5th October: Meat tray raffles. 
@RGH. from 4pm 

 
Badge sales 

Next Badge sales.  
Remembrance Day  
29th Oct–10 Nov. 

We urgently need members to  
assist with the badge and raffle 

sales. Please contact Bill on 
49464486 

Your Sub Branch  
NEEDS YOUR HELP 

Airlie Beach Whitsunday RSL Executive Committee for 2018 -2019 
 

President & Post editor. Rod Davies  0499730316 president@airlibeach.rslqld.net.au 
Vice President   Terry Brown  0408763090 alibarber40@bigpond.com 
Deputy President  Billy Rose   49464486 
Secretary    Diane Trueman 0408353450 Secretary@airliebeach.rslqld.net.au  
Treasurer    John Schweitzer 0438264114 treasuer@airliebeach.rslqld.net.au 
 

Management Committee for 2018 - 2019 

Joan Rose                49464486       0404416943                        Badges 
Robert Voigt             0448848490   rpvoigt@gmail.com 
Sara    Voigt 
Shane Mathews        0427461849  jackomatho@live.com 
Tracey Victor            31283275 0448943604    (Mackay) 
Peter McKellin          0448800091 
 

Honorary and responsible appointments for 2018 - 2019 
 
Welfare Officer: Tracey Victor  31283275   0448943604 
Asset Trustee :     John Schweitzer 
State and District Meetings:  Billy Rose. Joan Rose. 
Auditors; Leader Group 
Legal; Whitsunday Law. 
Padre; Stewart Grice 
                                              Patrons for 2018 - 2019 
 
John Oneill  0418776606 
 
RGH 49462600 

The Airlie Beach Whitsunday RSL are seeking peo-
ple who can assist us in providing support to our cur-
rent and former service personnel. 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 

WE UREGNETLY NEED VOLUNTEERS 

With our limited number of volunteers that we have at 
the moment, it my be prudent to close one of our 
badge sale points. We don't wish this to happen for 
obvious reasons as it reduces our capacity to support 
our community. RSL Sub Branches are involved in 
their local communities, visiting veterans, schools 
and community groups. Some ways you may be able 
to assist a Sub Branch include driving members for 
visits, providing administration or specialist support, 
or helping to sell merchandise to raise funds around 
ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day and other 
needs through out the year. We ask you, only give 
the time you can spare, but anytime is a great help 
and appreciated 

Please contact Bill on 49464486 

mailto:jackomatho@live.com


  

 

THE ODE 

They shall grow not old, 

As we that are left grow 
old, 

Age shall not weary them 

Or the years condemn 

At the going down of the sun, 

And in the morning 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Our articles are sourced from the following sites. For 
more information on our stories and much more please 

visit 
 

https://www.rslqld.org/RSL-Members/RSL-News 
 

http://www.defence.gov.au/publications/newspapers/ 
 

http://www.contactairlandandsea.com/ 
 

http://www.defence.gov.au/publications/newspapers/ 
 

We would also like to thank our advertisers who with-
out them this publication would not be possible in this 

format.  
 

We hope that you think of using our advertisers next 
time you need one of their services. Thank you. 

 



  

 

Army News 
Lt-Col Daniel Wake, a mentor at the Afghan National Army Sergeant-
Major Academy, attends the official opening of the museum. Photos: 
Sgt Mark Doran 

THE 1000-year-old history of the Afghan military is 

now on permanent display, with a little help from 

Australia.  

Antique swords, uniforms, pistols and medals are 

some of the unique artefacts adorning the new Afghan 

National Army Officer Academy (ANAOA) mu-

seum.  

At the museum’s opening in August, ADF members 

deployed as mentors to ANAOA instructors examined 

the historical pieces alongside Afghan cadets, instruc-

tors and Australian Embassy representatives.  

Australia’s Defence Attaché to Afghanistan, Col Warren Gould, said Australia’s financial contri-

bution made the construction and furnishing of the museum possible.  

“The museum was one of 15 projects funded by the Defence Cooperation Program in the past 12 

months,” he said.  

“Australians feel it is important to reflect on the past and where we’ve come from.  

“We’re trying to create something with the Afghan National Army where they too can remember 

their proud history to reflect and learn from the past.” Australian Senior National Representative 

at ANAOA Lt-Col Alwyn Payne said it was rare to find a museum dedicated to Afghanistan’s 

rich military history.  

“The museum has incredible artefacts and storyboards and offers ANAOA’s cadets an artistic 

avenue to reflect on the contribution of their Afghan military forbearers,” he said. “Importantly, 

this is an enriching educational space that provides great depth in the culture and sense of belong-

ing for the ANAOA officer cadets.  

“While the museum is situated at ANAOA, students of other Afghan military institutions within 

the Marshal Fahim National Defence University can see these fantastic relics too.” 

Riders participating in the course head out to do some circuit work. 

BUDDING motorcyclists sharpened their riding skills during a 

RideSAFE course held in Canberra on August 18.  

About 30 ADF personnel attended the course run by motorcycle 

training group Stay Upright at the Sutton Road Driver Training 

Centre.  

RideSAFE manager Lt-Col John Duff said RideSAFE provided 

training to more than 500 Defence personnel in the past year.  

“Evaluation of the program to date has concluded the courses 

have been well received,” Lt-Col Duff said.  

“It’s delivering on program intent that training courses improve 

motorcycle rider awareness, attitude, skills and competency to be 

better riders for their own safety.” The majority of the riders on the most recent course were 

ADFA cadets.  

This follows an Academy policy requiring all cadets wishing to own or ride a motorcycle on base 

attend the training. RideSAFE started in August last year with the aim of enhancing and main-

taining riding safety through approved motorcycle rider training.  

The training is aimed at reducing the number of motorcycle fatalities and related accidents and 

injuries to ADF members.  



  

 

Army News 

MANY of Army’s senior leadership – including 

all of Forcomd’s brigade commanders and train-

ing centre commandants – converged on NSW to 

take part in a sea kayaking expedition from 

Pittwater to Refuge Bay in Sydney’s north last 

month.  

The activity was led by Army adventurous train-

ing leaders drawn from units across both Forcomd 

and Socomd, who aimed to expose senior leaders 

to a resilience-based training activity.  

The concluded expedition at Refuge Bay, where 

members of the Z Special Unit trained for three 

months during late 1942 in preparation for Opera-

tion Jaywick – remembered as one of the most famous and daring raids on Singapore Harbour on 

September 26, 1943.  

Comd Forcomd Maj-Gen Gus McLachlan said the activity was well-received by participants, who 

gained a better understanding of how the Army’s adventurous training leaders are employed.  

“Army adventurous training is aimed at enhancing the qualities of teamwork, resilience, mental 

toughness, leadership and stress management,” Maj-Gen McLachlan said.  

“This was an excellent chance to highlight some of the types of activities our highlyqualified unit 

adventure training leaders are capable of.  

“Our senior leaders were exposed to the historical and professional military educational aspects of 

how Z Special Unit prepared for Operation Jaywick, while participating in a semiarduous sea kay-

aking activity.”  

Maj-Gen McLachlan and his military adviser, Lt-Col Matt Stevens, paddled the route in a Klepper 

Canoe; the modern day version of the fold-up canoe known as a ‘Folboat’, as used by the men of 

Operation Jaywick.  

Refuge Bay was home to the 11 operatives of Z Special Unit working from a camp known as Camp 

X-Ray, high above the large waterfall on the southern edge of the bay.   

ARMY HQ invited visiting Victoria Cross recipient, British Army Sgt Johnson Gideon Beharry, to 

Russell, to discuss his military career, experiences in Iraq, and life after being awarded the VC.  

“Sgt Beharry was very open in how he has managed his life since the event that led him to being 

awarded the VC,” RSM-A said.  

“It was a pleasure to have Sgt Beharry with us. He is a great example to our soldiers, reinforcing 

the qualities that make a good soldier. His accolades and experiences are incredibly rare, setting a 

precedent that anything is possible for our serving men and women.” Sgt Johnson was eager to dis-

cuss services to assist veterans and the families of those deployed and serving.  

“We, as soldiers, are 100 per cent looked after, but it is the families and veterans that are forgotten,” 

he said. “We want them looked after every day of the year, especially when they need someone.” 

For his actions in Iraq as a Warrior Tracked Armoured Vehicle driver, twice saving his unit from 

ambushes, Sgt Beharry was awarded the VC in 2015, becoming the youngest ever recipient.  

Sgt Beharry is focused on his work with charities, founding the JBVC foundation to steer British 

youth away from street gangs, and address rising youth crime in the UK.  

Sgt Beharry was on holiday in Australia with his wife and two children.  

It was the Last Post Ceremony at the AWM that impressed Sgt Beharry the most.  

“It was amazing. It meant a lot to honour past and present servicemen and women, and we still 

have to remember those still out there.”  



  

 

SGT Jarrod Seaton checks the serial numbers on an inert GBU-31 be-
fore loading on an Australian F-35A at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
USA. 

Photo: Larone Thomas 

AN AUSTRALIAN F-35A aircraft dropped two inert 

GBU-31v3 Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM)  

weapons for the first time on July 20, marking a 

ground-breaking step in the evolution of Air Force’s 

fifthgeneration strike capability.  

Aircraft A35-006, piloted by CO No. 3 Squadron 

WGCDR Darren Clare, released the weapons over the 

Barry M. Goldwater range in Arizona, US.  

WGCDR Clare said the weapons impacted their tar-

gets precisely. “You can feel the movement of the 

weapon-bay doors as they open and a reasonably sig-

nificant thump when 4000 pounds of bombs fall from the aircraft,” WGCDR Clare said.  

“I was able to clearly watch the bombs impact on the targeting pod from the screen in the cockpit 

as well.”  

The first in-flight weapons release of a GBU-31 JDAM occurred in October 2012, when MAJ 

Matthew Phillips, of the US Air Force, released an instrumented GBU-31 over the China Lake 

test range in California, US, from the left internal weapons bay.  

The F-35A is designed to carry a payload of up to 8200kg using 10 weapon stations, including 

four internal weapon stations located in two weapon bays to maximise stealth capability. The 

conventional take-off and landing variant Australia is acquiring has three external weapon sta-

tions for each wing if required.  

Weapons Sub-Project Manager SQNLDR Richard Jarek, of the Joint Strike Fighter Division, said 

at initial operating capability in December 2020, the Australian F-35A weapons suite would in-

clude the AIM-120 advanced mediumrange air-to-air missile, the AIM9X sidewinder air-to-air 

missile, GPS-guided JDAM bombs, small diameter bombs and the internal 25mm gun.  

“A key feature of the aircraft’s low-observable design is its ability to carry weapons internally,”  

SQNLDR Jarek said. “This makes the F-35A more difficult to target, thereby enhancing its sur-

vivability.”  

WGCDR Clare said the release of the GBU-31 bombs was another step towards reaching IOC.  

“It is great to see that every week we are taking small and large steps towards our goal of getting 

our jets prepared to defend Australia as we transition to the new aircraft,” he said.  



  

 

Air Force and United States Air Force personnel con-
duct a simulated mass casualty exercise at Batchelor 
during Exercise Pitch Black. 

Photo: CPL Steve Duncan 

OUT OF view from personnel deeply 

engaged in scenarios at an austere air-

base set up at Batchelor in the Northern 

Territory for Exercise Pitch Black was 

No. 295 Squadron performing exercise 

control. The unit worked closely with 

No. 382 Contingency Response Squad-

ron when it set up and ran the airbase 

for the C-27J Spartan as part of the 

wider exercise. Exercise control is one of the many training and preparedness capabilities that 

295SQN brings to Air Force. CO 295SQN WGCDR Kylie Green said force generation was the 

focus of training at Batchelor airbase. “Our forces had not exercised in this type of environment 

for some time,” WGCDR Green said. “We built the scenario to test our ability to conduct mission 

essential tasks in an uncertain and austere environment, including air-land integration. “Air-land 

integration allows the soldiers and the airmen to have situational awareness of the operating area 

through shared information and communications.” WGCDR Green said the wide experience of 

squadron members was vital to the success of the training. “Our observer trainers are all senior 

subject matter experts and they had a lot of experience in the field,” WGCDR Green 

said. “295SQN could not succeed in isolation when providing training and assurance. “We also 

worked with external subject matter experts to enhance the experiences and training opportunities 

of all involved. “For example we had the XO from No. 381 Contingency Response Squadron 

provide insight into the command and control element, a doctor with the medical component and 

other selected specialists who gave us assurance feedback on key areas.” Operations Officer 

295SQN SQNLDR Daniel Cook said exercise control was only one of the elements they could 

offer. “295SQN runs a range of courses for Combat Support Group,” SQNLDR Cook said.  

“We target individual training for base aviation safety officers, air base executives and command 

posts as well as introductory online courses. “Our aim is to guide the individual from the time 

they post into Combat Support Group with knowledge gaps of our dynamic environment through 

to the time they go into bigger field exercises and operations.” 



  

 

Navy News 

Family and friends greet HMAS Success on her 
return from a five-month deployment as she comes 
alongside at Fleet Base East. Photos: LSIS Kayla 
Jackson 

FOR LSMT Clinton Hamblin, return 

of HMAS Success was an emotional 

one.  

The Fleet’s ‘battle tanker’ returned to 

Fleet Base East on August 24 after a 

five-month deployment.  

“Coming home means more this time 

than others, as it’s the first time I’ve 

been able to hold my son, Harry, who 

was born in June,” LS Hamblin said. “Seeing baby Harry is pretty emotional for me, my wife 

Cindy, and our daughters, Sophia and Lyla. “This was also my last trip in the Navy. “ The Navy’s 

given me a lot of life experience. It’s let me see many parts of the world and introduced me to 

some lifelong friends. It’s also given me a trade.” During its deployment to South-East Asia and 

the Pacific, in support of Indo Pacific Endeavour and Exercise RimPac, Success visited eight 

ports in seven nations, participated in two international exercises, contributed to numerous re-

gional engagement activities, conducted 60 replenishmentat-sea evolutions and travelled 

19,000nm in the process. CO Success CMDR Grant Zilko said the crew’s efforts contributed to a 

highly successful deployment. “The commitment to duty and maintenance of professional stan-

dards set by Success’ ship’s company over the course of the deployment was outstanding,” 

CMDR Zilko said. “Their combined efforts contributed to the highly effective achievement of the 

mission, strengthening of international relationships with Australia’s partners, as well as forging 

close friendships.” CMDR Zilko was equally as excited to meet his daughter Claire’s first-born 

son, Frederick – his second grandchild. Success now enters an external maintenance period in 

preparation for her last deployment before her decommissioning in 2019, signifying the end of a 

proud and long history of service. Indo-Pacific Endeavour a success Centre 

THIS year’s Defence Blood Challenge is under way after its official launch on August 29.  

Navy is facing off against the other services and APS to see who can notch up the most donations.  

CN VADM Mike Noonan rolled up his sleeves at the launch in Canberra to donate plasma.  

“If you can make the time, find the time. We’re all busy, but nothing is more important than saving 

your mate’s lives,” VADM Noonan said. Despite having donated blood before, this year’s blood 

challenge launch was the first time CN had donated plasma. “I’m a bit of a scaredy cat when it 

comes to my own blood and the sight of blood. I overcome that by looking the other way,” he 

said. “For me this is about getting out here and leading the challenge for Navy.” Last year Navy 

finished third with more than 1500 donations, but did increase donations by more than 15 per cent 

over the previous year. The Defence Blood Challenge officially runs from September 1-December 

8.   



  

 

Navy News 

WHILE not as exciting as an episode of The Block, HMAS Cerberus will get some new buildings 

and a lick of paint during the next seven years.  

Cerberus Redevelopment Project Officer CMDR Cameron Eastman said the project, being deliv-

ered by Estate and Infrastructure Group, will construct and upgrade a range of facilities. “The pro-

ject encompasses everything from upgrades to service infrastructure – water, electrical, sewerage, 

ICT and gas services – to construction of modern training and support facilities within Cerberus,” 

CMDR Eastman said. “It will also deliver a new School of Survivability and Ship Safety and a sur-

vival-at-sea training facility, including a small-boat capsize trainer, as well as refurbishing the ex-

isting living-in accommodation. “Both the ADF School of Catering and Maritime Logistics School 

will be upgraded, along with a new ADF Physical Training School, fitness facilities and six-lane 

synthetic running track. “These upgrades, and new facilities, will better support Navy and the 

ADF’s training outcomes and base support functions.” Additional works include refurbishment of 

the wardroom galley, replacement of the junior sailors’ galley and new electronic and marine tech-

nician training buildings. Buildings rendered redundant through these and previous base upgrades 

will be demolished. The total cost of the redevelopment, which began on April 9, is $465.6 million, 

with work expected to be completed in mid-2025.   

A NEW contract provider for the Defence Childcare Program was announced on August 14.  

Defence Personnel Minister Darren Chester said a contract for One Tree Community Services 

would take effect on January 1.  

The Defence Childcare Program offers day care and after school hours care at 17 locations to 

support ADF members and their families who relocate regularly because of postings.  

 

“Defence will work closely with One Tree Community Services and the outgoing service pro-

vider, Mission Australia Early Learning, over the next few months to ensure continuity of service 

for families at the centres,” Mr Chester said.  



  

 

Open Monday to Friday 

9am until 5pm 

Saturday 9am until 2pm 

To make an  

appointment Please 

Annual dinner 2018 

Another great night and turn out for the 2018 RSL Annual dinner. 

Thanks to Bill Whitburn OAM, District president and his wife Gayle for coming from Townsville. 

Thanks to all that attended and helped create the evening it was. 



  

 
 

WELFARE 

As we age, we find we 
would like a bit of assis-
tance with battery replace-
ment or check out smoke 
alarms, electrical safety, 
First Aid or home help, in-
cluding home safety check 
list, Ring “Safe Home” on 
1300 369 003 

PTSD Group Programs  

DVA provides group treatment programs for PTSD in 
hospitals across Australia. These programs treat cur-
rent as well as former serving members of the Austra-
lian Defence Force and veterans. To find out more you 
can contact the hospitals directly and speak to the 
PTSD program coordinators. A list of the programs and 
relevant contact details are available at:  
http://at-ease.dva.gov.au/professionals/files/2016/02/
Trauma-Recovery-Programs-Feb-2016.pdf. 

Useful web Links. 
Veteran Affairs 
www.dva.Gov.au 
Household Assistance 
http://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-
wellbeing/home-and-care/household-
assistance 
Government Portal 
www.my.gov.au 
Vietnam Veterans 
www.vvaa.org.au 
Defence Force 
www.defence.gov.au 
Comsuper,DFRDB. 
https://csc.gov.au/ 
Email:members@dfrdb.gov.au 
Email: pensions@dfrdb.gov.au  
 
Bravery Trust 
https://braverytrust.org.au 
Defence Care 
http://www.defencecare.org.au 
RSL 
https://www.rslqld.org/ 
 
https://www.rslqld.org/Help-us-Help-
Them/Services-Overview 
 
h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/ADF-Community 
Mental health support  
h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/Mental-Health-Support 
Emergency financial assistance  
h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/Mental-Health-Support  
Bereavement assistance for Defence 
families who have lost loved ones 
  h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/Mental-Health-Support  
Help with compensation claims through 
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
  h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/Mental-Health-Support  
Referrals to peer support groups and 
other specialist services 
 
Visiting the sick, injured and lonely in 
hospital and/or at their homes 
  h t t p s : / / w w w . r s l q l d . o r g / A D F -
Community/Mental-Health-Support 
 
Short term crisis accommoda-
tion     https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-
Community/Mental-Health-Support 
Subsidised longer term housing solu-
tions 

If you desire to change 
your house, contents, 
car, etc insurance.  
Defence services home 
insurance is 
 
GPO Box498 
Brisbane, 4001 
Or Phone 1300 552 662 

Our area contact for Welfare, DVA, etc, 

By state and District representatives' 

are, 

Tracy Victor (Mackay) 31283275 

Frank Radford (Townsville) 4759 9517 

Don’t let a problem get you down. 

USEFUL NUMBERS 

Emergency     000 
Police Whitsundays  49488888 
DVA      133 254  
country areas (Freecall) 1800 555 254  
VVCS      1800 011 046.  
Beyond blue    1300 22 4636  
COMSUPER/DFRDB 
MEMBERS 
Phone      1300 001 677 
Fax      (02) 6272 9616 
Post: DFRDB, GPO Box 2252  
Canberra ACT 2601 
Overseas callers   +61 2 6272 9624 
Operating hours: 9am to 5pm (EST),  
Monday to Friday (except for ACT public holidays) 
PENSIONERS 
Phone:      1300 001 877  
FAX :     (02) 6272 9616  
Post: DFRDB, GPO Box 2252  
Canberra ACT 2601 
Overseas callers:   +61 2 6272 9626.  

http://at-ease.dva.gov.au/professionals/files/2016/02/Trauma-Recovery-Programs-Feb-2016.pdf
http://at-ease.dva.gov.au/professionals/files/2016/02/Trauma-Recovery-Programs-Feb-2016.pdf
mailto:members@dfrdb.gov.au
https://braverytrust.org.au
http://www.defencecare.org.au
https://www.rslqld.org/Help-us-Help-Them/Services-Overview
https://www.rslqld.org/Help-us-Help-Them/Services-Overview
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/ADF-Community
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/ADF-Community
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Financial-Assistance
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Financial-Assistance
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Help-with-DVA-Claims
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Connect-with-Peers
https://www.rslqld.org/ESO-Directory
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Housing-Assistance
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Housing-Assistance
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Mental-Health-Support
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Housing-Assistance
https://www.rslqld.org/ADF-Community/Housing-Assistance
http://www.cmd.act.gov.au/communication/holidays


  

 

Word Puzzle 
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SU DO KU 

Instructions: The numbers 1 to 9 must appear 

in each row, column and 3x3 box. Numbers 

cannot be duplicated 


